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had reverted to the crown. February 5, a ball was
given in the Hercules drawing-room. The haughty
upstart moved as a conqueror in the palace of kings ;
and in spite of his wonderful fortune, he, the son of
a poor and obscure Corsican gentleman, must have
felt surprise at being master of the Sun King's palace.
The conqueror's court was then most brilliant, and
the glow of victory lit up all the residences of this
man of destiny. He sought at the Grand Trianon a
few moments' peace in the mournful moments of his
varied career. This was December 16, 1809, the day
when he divorced the Empress Josephine, the loved
companion of his happy days. He, man of action, of
iron, as he was, this giant of battles, was not so void
of feeling as some have supposed. He suffered all
the sufferings of the woman he had once loved so
dearly; and, thinking in turn of her and of Marie
Antoinette, during the week he spent at Trianon
after the divorce, he doubtless said more than once
that the royal or imperial crown often turns into a
crown of thorns, in a country torn and troubled like
ours.

July 10, 1811, the Emperor came again to Trianon,
and this time in company with the Empress Marie
Louise. August 25, on her birthday, after a perform-
ance in the theatre of the Little Trianon, the gardens-
were illuminated as in the time of Marie Antoinette.
The Emperor walked through them, hat in hand, with
the Empress on his arm, and the whole court follow-
ing them. He*went first to the Temple of Love; then